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ORDINANCE NO. IO 
ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

ADOPTED: November 5, 1980 
EFFECTIVE: December 13, 1980 

An Ordinance regulating dogs and other animals. Providing 
for arrest and penalties for violation thereof. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF SHERWOOD, BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN HEREBY 
ORDAINS: 

SECTION I, OWNER NOT TO ALLOW DOG TO RUN ATC-:LARGE 

No person, group of persons, association or corporation own­
ing, keeping, maintaining or harboring a dog of whatsoever sex 
shall allow said dog to run at large at any time beyond the limits 
of the lands owned or possessed by its owner, keeper, or harborer, 
or upon the public streets, sidewalks, alleys or other public or 
private property. For the purpose of this section, a dog shall 
no be considered to be running a large whenever it is under the 
control of any person by means of a leash, chain, cord or rope of 
not more than ten(10) feet in length, or under the immediate con­
trol of a person by obedience to the person's commands to such an 
extent as not to annoy other persons or trespass upon private 
property. 

SECTION II, HARBORING OF DOG CONSTITUTING DANGER OR NUISANCE 

No person, group of persons, association or corporation shall 
own or harbor a dog which: 

(a) At any time has destroyed property, or habitually
trespasses in a damaging way, or habitually commits a nuisance on 
the property of persons other than the owner or the person harbor­
ing the dog; 

(b) Shows vicious habits or molests passersby who are law­
fully on a public street, public park or school grounds, whether 
or not the dog is on a public street; 

(c) At any time has attacked or bitten a person;
(d) Habitually runs or barks at pedestrians or vehicles;
(e) Is kept upon the premises of the owner or person harbor­

ing said dog under such unsanitary conditions ttfuet the maintenance 
or keeping of the dog creates vile smells, to the annoyance of the 
public in the vicinity; 

(f) Causes a serious annoyance to the neighborhood, or to
people passing upon the streets, by loud or frequent or habitual 
barking, yelping or howling. 

SECTION III, IMPOUNDING OF STRAY DOGS 

Any dog found running at large may be impounded by any police 
officer and turned over ta-the county dog warden for disposition 
as prescribed by the statutes of the State of Michigan. 

SECTION IV, CATTLE HORSES AND OTHER ANIMALS NOT TO RUN AT LARGE 

No owner or keeper of any cattle, horses, mules, sheep, swine 
goats, or any person having any such animals in their possession, 
shall allow the same to run at large upon any of the public streetp, 
lanes, alleys, parks or highways within the township. 
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SECTION V, NOTICE TO OWNER OF DOG OR OTHER ANIMAL VIOLATION 

The chief of Police or his designate may serve, or cause to 
be served, upon the owner or person harboring any dog or dogs or 
any other animals named in this ordinance which is in violation 
of any of the provisions of this ordinance a written notice, 
setting forth the time, date, place and ci~cumstances of the 
violation and directing said owner or persons to comply forthwith 
with the provisions of this ordinance. 

SECTION VI, NOTICE TO APPEAR IN COURT 

The Chief of Police or his designate may serve, or cause to 
be served upon the owner or person harboring any dog or dogs or 
any other animals named in this ordinance which is in violation 
of any of the provisions of this ordinance;:s.written "Notice To 
Appear In Court" setting forth the time, date, place and circum­
stances of the violation, provided however that the Chief of 
Police or his designate has first complied with section V of this 
ordinance and the person or persons have not complied with Sectio 
V. 

SECTION VII, ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE; HEARING 

Upon sworn complaint thereof to any court of competent 
jurisdiction, anyone who shall own, keep or harbor a dog in 
vio~ation of section II, (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) or (f) may be 
served with a summons, returnable at such time as the court shall 
direct, ordering him to show cause why such dog should not be 
destroyed, after a hearing on the merits. The court may order 
the dog destroyed or may make such either or further orders as 
the circumstances may require~ If the person owning, keeping 
or harboring such dog shall disobey such order, he shall be 
liable to the punishment provided in z..~ction VIII. 

SECTION VIII, PENALTY 

Any person, group of persons, association or corporation 
in violation of Section I, Secion II (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) 
(f), Section IV and Section VII, of this ordinance shall upon 
conviction be fined not less than $10.00 nor more than $100.00 
or imprisoned in the county jail not to exceed thirty (JO) days 
or both, in the discretion of the court. 

SECTION IX 

This Ordinance shall take 
1980. All ordinances or parts 
with are hereby repealed. 

effect on the 13th day of December, 
of ordinances in conflict here-
~ OP\ 

{ii~ Y1/. ~~ 
'Ella M. Youngol» Townshf P Clerk 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the above Ordinance was adopted by the 
Sherwood 1ownship Board at the Regular Board Meeting on Wednesday 
November 5, 1980 with the following votes: Robbins, Youngs, 
Morrill, Rathburn and Burgett Ayes, no negative votes. The 
Ordinance was published in the Register 1ribune of Union City on 
November 13, 1980. 

Filed with County Clerk November 14, 1980. 
;:c f)IJ ,, ~ CJ/Jq~ /7'- f-v1J--Cc.,/--> '-t~ 

Ella M. Youngs, 'Yovmship Clerk 


