
Junk and Storage Accumulation 
Ordinance No. 11 

Effective May l, 1994 

An ordinance to restrict the accumulation of junk and to provide for the removal 
of such junk, exceptions, persons liable and penalties therefor. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF SHERWOOD ORDAINS: 
Sec. 1 Purpose 

The purpose of this ordinance is to restrict outdoor storage, parking or 
unreasonable accumulation of junk, unused, partially dismantled or non-operable motor 
vehicles, trailers, household goods, machinery and equipment upon premises; to avoid 
injury and hazard to children and others attracted to such junk; to avoid .devaluation of 
property values and other depressing effects and the presence of such junk has upon 
adjoining properties and neighborhoods, and to avoid blight which causes large 
expenditures of tax dollars to correct. 
Sec. 2 Definitions 

For the purpose of this ordinance, the following terms or phrases shall have the 
meaning given herein, 

a. "Junk" shall be defined as any unused for abandoned motor vehicles, trailers, 
appliances, household goods, machinery building or construction materials where no 
building permit has been applied for or obtained, or other equipment or materials kept, 
stored, or otherwise placed so as to present a potential hazard to persons or property or 
create a littered appearance. 

b. "Unused or abandoned" shall mean with respect of 01Qtoo1el:licles, such _ 
~rable • t do not have current! effective license which would allow 
said motor vehicles to be driven on the highways of the state Michigan, and shall in 
addition mean motor vehicles that have a currently effective license, but which hall.a_ 

--··:-.::-:=~--- n • o erable for a ·od of 14 days or more, ex t when housed man enclosed 
building. The term •unused or aba on s a further defined for the purposes 
herein as pertaining to any of the aforementioned items, substances, or materials which 
have been used in whole or in part for a period of 14 days and for which there is no 
reasonable likelihood based on identity and circumstances that said items, substances, 
or materials shall be used in a period not to exceed 14 days. 

c. "Motor vehicles" shall be defined as set forth in the Michigan Motor Vehicle 
Code 
and shall include motorcycles, motor scooters, snowmobiles and all types of self­
propelled vehicles. 

d. "Trailers" shall include mobile homes, boat trailers and such other wheeled 
entities as are designed to be pulled or pushed by a motor vehicle or other source of 
locomotion with the exception of those entities which are capable of being propelled by 
a single individual. 

e. "Appliances" shall include stoves, refrigerators, TV's, dishwashers, ovens, 
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washing machines, clothes dryers and microwave ovens 
f. "Machinery and Equipment' shall include every type of machine, apparatus,

or mechanical device ordinarily used in industry of commercial business. 
g. "Household Goods" shall include all furniture, furnishings and household

items designed for use inside the residence, dwelHng or place of business. 

h. "Building and Construction Material" shall include any and all materials used
in the construction, remodeling or repairs of any dwelling, place of business, or 
structure. 

i. "Other Equipment' shall for the purposes herein be defined as any items or
substance not previously herein specified which based upon its nature, intended upon 
its nature, intended use, and location, cannot reasonably be found to seive a useful or 
decorative purpose. 

Sec. 3 Outdoor Storage 
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to permit to remain outside 

of any dwelling building or other structure, any "junk" as herein defined under Section 2. 

Sec. 4 Notice of Violation 
It shall be the duty of the Township Board to send registered letter to notify 

owner of violation explaining violation and consequence. Complaint to sign complaint 
before township board enforces ordinance. 

Sec. 5 Failure to Correct 
In the event the owner fails to correct such defect within a period of 30 days, he 

shall be in violation of the ordinance and shall be prosecuted therefor. 

Sec. 6 Removal of Dangerous Junk 
When such "junk" is of nature that the Sherwood Township Board believes that 

said junk which violates this ordinance presents an immediate of extreme danger to life, 
safety, or property and that such must be removed immediately, the Sherwood 
Township Board is hereby authorized to have such junk removed and to hold said 
• Junk" until the owner has been notified that he has (7) seven days to claim and take
possession of said property. Owner of said property is responsible for all costs of
expenses incurred.

Sec. 7 Exceptions 
a. This ordinance shall not apply to areas within the Township of Sherwood

which are presently industrial properties, where properly fenced or access by the 
general public is otherwise restricted wherein the substance of materials shall not 
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constitute a fire hazard or a health hazard. 
b. Nor shall it apply to unused farm machinery and equipment on properties that 

are classified as agricultural, or an agricultural related business. 
c. Nor shall it apply to the storage of one unoccupied camper trailer, recreational 

vehicle and/or one boat and trailer which is the property of the occupant of said 
premises. 

Sec. 8 Denial or Refusal to Remove Materials 
In the event the owner and/or occupant of the property on which such prohibited 

materials is stored denies responsibility therefor or ownership thereof, or in the event 
the owner or occupant refuses to remove such materials after the 30 days notice above 
referred to, the Sherwood Township Board may appeal to the discretion of the County 
court system for assistance. 

Sec. 9 Appeals 
The property owner shall have 10 days or until the next regular scheduled 

meeting of the board from the date of the receipt of registered letter to make an appeal 
in person orin writing to the Sherwood Township board. 

Sec. 10 Penalty 
A person who violates this Ordinance is responsible for a municipal civil 

infraction, subject to the payment of a civil fine of not less than $250.00 for the first 
offense plus costs and other sanctions, including any costs of clean up. A second 
offense, within two years, shall be subject to a civil fine of not less than $500.00 plus 
costs and other sanctions for each infraction, including any costs of clean up. Third and 
subsequent offenses within two years shall be subject to a civil fine of $1,000.00 plus 
costs and other sanctions for each infraction, including any costs of clean up. 

Sec. 11 Enforcement 
This ordinance may be enforced by the use of an appearance ticket as 

authorized by the laws of the State of Michigan. 

Sec. 12 Severability 
Should any part of this ordinance be held invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, the remaining parats shall be severable and shall continue to be in full force 
and effect. 

Sec.13 Repeat 
All ordinances or parats of ordinances which conflict with the provisions of this 
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ordinance are hereby repealed insofar as the same may be in conflict with this 
ordinance. 

Sec. 14 Effective Date 
This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from and after the passage by the 

Township board and timely and proper posting of same as provided by law. 

Adopted: May 1, 1994 
Adopted with changes: April 2, 2002 
Adopted with changes: Sept 3, 2002 


