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SHERWOOD TOWNSHIP 
ORDINANCE #16 

-;;:.;:ffi= 

MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT 
PUBLIC ACT 33 OF 2008 

An ordinance to confirm the establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 
2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., of the S'"fjl'QvJoo)) Township Planning Commission; provide for the 
composition of that planning commission; provide for the powers, duties and limitations of that planning 
commission; and repeal any ordinance or parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict with this 
ordinance. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF SHcRwoo \) 5RA NGl-t COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS: 

Section 1: Scope, Purpose and Intent 
This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted the township board under the Michigan • 
Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., and the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et seq., to establish a planning commission with the powers, 
duties and limitations provided by those Acts and subiect to the term" ""r1 M~""ions of this ordinance 
and any future amendments to this ordinance. f 

The purpose of this ordinance is to provide that the :5ttc/?vJOO D Township Board shall hereby 
confirm the establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 
125.3801, et seq., of the 51-ltl{vvoo D Township Planning Commission formerly established under the 
Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., (OR the Municipal Planning Act, 
Public Act 285 of 1931, MCL 125.31, et seq. NOTE: Only 5 or 6 townships used the Municipal Planning 
Act.); to establish the appointments, terms, and membership of the planning commission; to identify the 
officers and the minimum number of meetings per year of the planning commission; and to prescribe the 
authority, powers and duties of the planning commission. • • - - -----

Section 2: Establishment 
The township board hereby confirms the establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public 
Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., of the 5/H:t?vJo OD Township Planning Commission 
formerly established under the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., 
(OR the Municipal Planning Act, Public Act 285 of 1931, MCL 125.31, et seq.). The ____ _ 
Township Pla~ning Commission shall have _:J.._ (Select one: 5, 7, or 9) members. Members of the 
Sbe£V,,\ 0 !) 0) Township Planning Commission as of the effective date of this Ordinance shall, except 

for an ex officio member whose remaining term on the planning commission shall be limited to his or her 
term on the township board, continue to serve for the remainder of their existing terms so long as they 
continue to meet all of the eligibility requirements for planning commission membership set forth within 
t_he Michi!lan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq. --
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Section 3: Appointments and Terms 
The township supervisor, with the approval of the township board by a majority vote of the members 
elected and serving, shall appoint all planning commission members, including the ex officio member. 
(NOTE: If the township is one of the 5 or 6 townships that previously established the planning 
commission under the Municipal Planning Act, the township board may continue using the option of 
having a township board member, or the township supeNisor, or both, seNe on the planning 
commission. If so, use: ~including ex officio members." Such a township could, however, decide to use 
the Michigan Planning Enabling Act's limit of one township board member, who is not the supeNisor, on 
the planning commission.) [MCL 125.3815] 

The planning commission members, other than an ex officio member, shall serve for terms of 3 years 
each. [MCL 125.3815] · 

A planning commission member shall hold office until his or her successor is appointed. Vacancies shall 
be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment. [MCL 125.3815) 

Planning commission members shall be qualified electors of the township (NOTE: U.S. citizen, 18-years 
old, who has been a resident of the state for 6 months and a resident of the township for at least 30 
days), except that one planning commission member may be an individual who is not a qualified elector 
of the township. The membership of the planning commission shall be representative of important 
segments of the community, such as the economic, governmental, educational, and social development 
of the township, in accordance with the major interests as they exist in the township, such as agriculture, 
natural resources, recreation, education, public health, government, transportation, industry, and 
commerce. The membership shall also be representative of the entire geography of the township to the 
extent practicable. [MCL 125.3815] 

For a planning commission formerly established under the Township Planning Act, OR for a 
planning commission formerly established under the Municipal Planning Act, where the township 
board wishes to have only one eK officio member: 
One member of the township board shall be appointed to the planning commission as an ex officio 
member. [ -

An ~x of!icio _member has full voting rights. An ex officio member's term on the olanning commission shall 
expire with his or her term on the township board --- - • • -- - · 

No ot~er _elected officer or employee of the township is eligible to be a member of the planning 
comm1ss1on. [MCL 125.3815] 

Section 4: Removal 
The township b~ard may remove_ a member of the planning commission for misfeasance, malfeasance, 
or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearin9---- - • • - - - - • --

--~ 
Secti?n 5: Conflict of Interest fOotional section-Renumber sections if not included) 
For the purposes of this section, the planning commission shall define conflict of interest in its bvlaws. 
Section 6: Compensation 
The planning commission members m b · 
board resolution The lann· . a~ e compensated for their services as provided by township 
its members for travel ~hen'~~::;:'::~: maJ adopt bylaws ~e!~tive to co~pensation and expenses of 
including, but not limited to, attendance at ~e~erma_nce 0~~ities autho!'!Zed by the !o~ship board, 
and meetings. - ----· nces, wo, s ops, educational and training programs 

Section 7: Officers and Committees 
The planning commissi?n sha_ll elect a ?hairperson and a secretary from its members, and may create 
a~d-:11 other offices as _it considers advisable. An ex officio member of the planning commission is not 
e 191 _le to_ serve as c~a,rperson. The term of each office shall be 1 year, with opportunity for reelection as 
specified in the planning commission bylaws. - - ·- /jJ '2. 



The,planning commission may also appoint advisory committees whose members are not members of 
the planning commission. [MCL 125.3817] . 

Section 8: Bylaws, Meetings and Records 
The planning commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business. [MCL 125.3819) 

The planning commission shall hold at least 4 regular meetings each year and shall by resolution 
detennine the time and place of the meetings. ' 

Unless otherwise provided in the planning commission's bylaws, a special meeting of the planning 
commission may be called by the chairperson or by 2 other members, upon written request to the 
secretary. Unless the bylaws otherwise provide, the secretary shall send written notice of a special 
meeting to planning commission members at least 48 hours before the meeting. • 

The business that the planning commission may perfonn shall be conducted at a public meeting held in 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, MCL 15.261, et seq. -- - • • -- ---·~ 

The planning commission shall keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and 
detenninations. A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a planning 
commission in the perfonnance of an official function shall be made avallable to the public in compliance 
with the Freedom of lnfonnation Act, Public Act 442 of 1976, MCL 15.231, et seq. ----· • -- --·- __ _, 

Section 9: Annual Report 
The planning commission shall make an annual written report to the township board concerning its 
operations and the status of the planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions by the 
township board related to planning and development. •• · • • - - - • -· 

Section 10: Authority to Make Master Plan 
Under the authority of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et 
seq., and other applicable planning statutes, the planning commission shall make a master plan as a 
guidefordevelopmentwithinthetownship's planning jurisdiction. --- • ·- • ·-- ---·· 

Final authority to approve a master plan or any amendments thereto shall rest with the planning 
commission unless the township board passes a resolution asserting the right to approve or reject the 
master plan 

Unless rescinded by the township, any plan adopted or amended under the Township Planning Act, 
Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., (OR the Municipal Planning Act Public Act 285 of 1931, 
MCL 125.31, et seq.) need not be readopted under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 
2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq 

Section 11: Zoning Powers 
If the planning commission existed prior to Sept. 1, 2008, and DID have zoning authority: 
The township board hereby confinns the transfer of all powers, duties, and responsibilities provided for 
zoning boards or zoning commissions by the former Township Zoning Act, Public Act 184 of 1943, MCL 
125.271, et seq.; the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et seq.; or 
other applicable zoning statutes to the .':51-t.ERtQOQ D Township Planning Commission formerly 
established under the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., (OR the 
Municipal Planning Act, Public Act 285 of 1931, MCL 125.31, et seq.). 



----'-,'. -----------------------------------
Section I~ Subdivision and Land Division Recommendations 
The planning commission may recommend to the township board provisions of an ordinance or rules 
governing the subdivision of land. Before recommending such an ordinance or rule, the planning 
commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance or rule. The planning commission 
shall give notice of the time and place of the public hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the township. 

The planning commission shall review and make recommendation on a proposed plat before action 
thereon by the township-board lmder the Land Division Act, Public Act 288 of 1967, MCL 560.101, et 
seq. Before making its recommendation, the planning commission shall hold a public hearing on the 
proposed plat. A plat submitted to the planning commission shall contain the name and address of the 
proprietor or other person to whom notice of a hearing shall be sent. Not less than 15 days before the 
date of the hearing, notice of the date, •time and place of the hearing shall be sent t.o that person at that 
address by mail and shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the township. Similar 
notice shall be mailed to the owners of land immediately adjoining the proposed platted land. [MCL 
125.3871] 

Section 
1
\:,,; Severability 

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and if any part is declared invalid 
for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder of the ordinance, 
which shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section lt&.k Repeal 
All or~inances or p~rt~ of ordinljlnces in cpnflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. The resolution 
or ordma~ce estabhshmg the S/Jetl\J{)0 4_ Township Planning Commission under the Township Planning 
Act, PubhcAct 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., (OR Municipal Planning Act, Public Act 285 of 1931, 
MCL 125.31, et seq.) is hereby repealed. 

Section 16: Effective Date , 
This ordinance shall take effect on the date of its publication. 
I 

CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned, as the duly elected and acting clerk of the township, hereby certifies that this ordinance 
was duly adopted by the township board at a•• meeting of said board, at which a quorum was 
present, held on 3¥t I Y , B,O I S , and that copies of the ordinance were transmitted and published 
as directed. . . . ('.7,u c..1 a.P) 

;(/;!;Lill Y '/5 C 
Township Clerk. ,--._ DeH ,~ N1. S0-1.;fM 

(__ 



AFFP 
Ordinance No. 16 

Affidavit of Publication 

ST ATE OF MICHIGAN } 
COUNTY OF BRANCH 
COUNTY} 

, being duly sworn, says: 

ss 

That she is Lisa Vickers of the , a daily newspaper of 
general circulation, printed and published in Coldwater 
Daily Reporter, Branch County County, Michigan; that the 
publication, a copy of which is attached hereto, was 
published in the said newspaper on the following dates: 

September 18, 2018 

That said newspaper was regularly issued and circulated 
on those dates. 

~:N:~i;R~~/ 
Subscribed to and sworn to me this 18th day of 
September 2018. 

Nichole Fullbright, Cofurotter, Branch County County, 
Michigan 

My commission expires: June 04, 2021 

00027486 00056877 

Sherwood Twp Clerk 
548 N. Main Street 
Sherwood,Ml49089 

Nichole Lynn Fullbright 
Notary Public - Stale of Michigan 
County of Branch 

My_Co,:nmission Expir~e 4f\° 21 
Actrng 1n the County O (C, ,, 

NOTICE OF 
ADOPTION OF 
ORDINANCE 

SHERWOOD 
TOWNSHIP 
BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF SHERWOOD TOWNSHIP, 
BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of Sherwood Township adopted 
an ordinance at a special meeting held on September 14, 2018. Ordinance No. 16 
confirms the establishment of the Township Planning Commission and provides the 
Planning Commission's authorities, duties and limitations. Ordinance 16 is 
summarized below and is effective upon publication after adoption. 

Ordinance No. 16 
Ordinance to Confirm the Establishment of the 
Sherwood Township Planning Commission 

SECTION 1. Scope, Purpose and Intent. The Township Board is authorized to 
establish a planning commission with the powers, duties and limitations arising 
under PA 33 of 2008, as amended and PA 110 of 2006, as amended. The Township 
Board confirms the establishment of the Township Planning Commission that was 
established pursuant to PA 168 of 1959 (Township Planning Act). 

SECTION 2. Establishment. The Township Board confirms the establishment of the 
Township Planning Commission pursuant to PA 33 of 2008, as amended. The 
Planning Commission shall have 7 members; current members shall continue to 
serve the remainder of their terms; an ex officio member serves for the length of 
his/her term on the township board. 

SECTION 3. Appointments and Terms. The Township Supervisor shall appoint 
planning commission members, with approve of the majority of the Township Board. 
Planning Commission members shall serve 3 year terms, except for the ex officio 
member. A planning commissioner shall hold his/her office until a successor is 
appointed; vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 
Planning Commission members shall be qualified electors of the Township; the 
membership shall be representative of important segments of the community and 
shall represenl lhe entire geography of the township to the ex1ent practicable. One 
member of the Township Board shall be appointed to the Planning Commission as 
an ex officio member. No other elected officer or employee is eligible to be a 
member of the Planning Commission. 

SECTION 4. Removal. A member of the Planning Commission may be removed by 
the Township Board for misfeasance, malfeasance or nonfeasance in office. 

SECTION 5. Conflict of Interest. The Planning Commission shall define conflict of 
interest in its bylaws. 

SECTION 6. Compensation. The Planning Commission may be compensated for 
their services by the Township Board, by Board resolution. 

SECTION 7. Officers and Committees. The Planning Commission shall elect 
officers; an ex officio member cannot serve as chairperson. The officer's terms shall 
be 1 year, with opportunity for reelection. 

SECTION 8. Bylaws, Meetings and Records. The Planning Commission shall adopt 
bylaws. The Planning Commission shall hold at least 4 meetings per year and by 
resolution determine the time and place. This section contains provisions for a 
special meeting of the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission business 



shall be conducted at a public meeting. The Planning Commission shall keep a 
public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings and determinations. The 
Planning Commission is subject to FOIA requests. 

SECTION 9. Annual Report. The Planning Commission shall make an annual report 
to the Township Board. 

SECTION 10. Authority to Make Master Plan. The Planning Commission shall make 
a master plan as a guide for development within the Township. Any plan adopted 
under the Township Planning Act (PA 168 ot 1959, as amended) need not be 
readopted under PA 33 of 2008, as amended. 

SECTION 11. Zoning Powers. The Township Board confirms the transfer of all 
zoning powers, duties and responsibilities provided for zoning boards or 
commissions under applicable zoning statutes (including prior statutes since 
repealed) to the Sherwood Township Planning Commission formerly established 
under the Township Planning Act. 

SECTION 12. Subdivision/Land Division Recommendations. The Planning 
Commission may make recommendations to the Township Board regarding an 
ordinance or rules governing the subdivision of land. 

SECTION 13. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable 

SECTION 14. Repeal. This section repeals all Ordinances and parts of Ordinances 
in conflict with the Ordinance. 

SECTION 15. Effective Date. The ordinance takes effect upon publication after 
adoption. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the full text the Ordinance is available at 
the Sherwood Township Hall and that copies of the same may be obtained or 
inspected at the office of the Columbia Township Clerk during regular business 
hours of regular business days. 

Denise Smith, Clerk 
Sherwood Township 
548 N. Main Street 
She~vood, Ml 49089 
(517) 741-7281 


